
Session 1: 

The Militarisation of 
Security in Europe

07 May 2026

Rapporteur: 

Nàdia Zougagh
Speakers: 

Mary Kaldor 

(LSE)

Tutku Ayhan 

(IBEI)

Cycle of Webinars — Session Synthesis Reports

Rethinking Security in Europe



Rethinking Security in Europe

European security is shaped by the growing dominance of a NATO-
led, military-centred model put against the European Union’s earlier 
focus on a human-centred, law-based security. At stake is whether 
Europe now defines security primarily through military capability 
or through legal protections, policing, and the safeguarding of its 
citizens. Both speakers described the current moment as one of major 
transition. Militarisation per se is not a new phenomenon, but its scale 
and normalisation are unprecedented, visible in border technologies 
adapted from war zones, military-funded research, and the spread of 
military logics into civilian institutions. This shift risks reducing peace 
to “security management,” expanding militarised border practices and 
diverting budget resources from welfare to defence strategies. It also 
reinforces gendered assumptions, framing security around masculinity 
while sidelining women and other marginalised communities as 
passive humanitarian figures.

OVERVIEW
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Militarisation as 
a Political and Economic Choice

Gendered and 
Structural Dimensions

The dominant NATO-driven, 
military-centred model, built 
around deterrence and 
nuclear weapons, is costly, 
counterproductive, and 
ultimately dangerous. 
It disempowers citizens, 
benefits oligarchic 
interests, and perpetuates 
global disorder.

Militarisation is not new, but its current scale 
and acceptance represent a significant political 
shift. Security policy is increasingly shaped 
by narratives of fear that justify expanded 
militarisation while weakening welfare systems 
and marginalising vulnerable groups.

A human-centred, 
law-based conception 
of security is more 
legitimate and more 
functional. Though 
marginalised by political 
elites, it retains popular 
support, as evidenced 
by public engagement 
with the ICJ and ICC.

Technologies developed 
in war zones are being 
redeployed in European 
border management. 
Welfare budget cuts 
are not neutral fiscal 
decisions but deliberate 
political reorderings of 
whose lives and needs 
are prioritised.

Military force should be reserved 
for genocide prevention and 
strictly limited last-resort cases, 
not used as a general instrument 
of security policy.

This shift has clear gendered 
effects: it devalues care work, 
strips women and marginalised 
communities of agency, and exposes 
them to specific forms of violence, 
particularly at militarised borders.

KEY ARGUMENTS
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ICJ and ICC

Cited as evidence that popular 
support for international 
law persists despite elite 
disengagement, public engagement 
with these institutions demonstrates 
a latent, unsatisfied demand for 
law-based security frameworks.

European border 
technologies

Surveillance and control 
technologies originally developed 
for war zones are being redeployed 
in EU border management, 
illustrating the blend between 
military and civilian domains.

Welfare cuts and 
defence spending

Presented not as neutral fiscal 
decisions but as political reorderings 
that determine whose lives and 
needs are prioritised, a structural 
example of how militarisation 
reallocates social resources.

KEY CASES & EXAMPLES
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National security vs. human security: state-first, 
war-fighting logic versus a law-and-policing-based, 
citizen-centred approach

Transactional geopolitics: the return of competitive, 
militarised power logic at the expense of normative 
frameworks

Hybrid threats: a contested category encompassing 
the far right, interference in democratic politics, 
and destabilising actors

Feminist security studies: gender as a structural 
dimension of militarisation, not an add-on concern

Logics of threat: the reorganisation of everyday life, 
institutions, and governance around fear and crisis language

Everyday life is being reorganised around 
threat logics, with concrete institutional effects, 
border technologies, academic funding priorities, 
and welfare cuts that extend well beyond 
military policy.

Gender is structural to militarisation: militarised 
politics actively devalue care, strip women of 
political agency, and expose marginalised groups 
to structural, cultural and direct forms of violence.

Genuine defence requires reinvestment in welfare 
and diplomacy, not simply arms procurement.

KEY CONCEPTS MAIN TAKEAWAYS
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Audience questions probed whether the two security 
visions outlined represent the only viable options for 
Europe, and whether a law-and-policing approach 
could meaningfully protect racialised and marginalised 
populations. The response emphasised that the 
current moment is one of “experimental junctures,” 
where bad political experiments prevail until better 
ones are built and made viable. The key reorientation 
proposed is to shift the reference point from states 
to individuals, focusing on welfare, not warfare.

Watch the full webinar here

How can citizens gain 
meaningful influence over 
decisions on deterrence 
and defence spending? 
What institutional forms 
could enable democratic 
renewal in security policy?

What would a feminist 
and LGBTQ+-sensitive 
security infrastructure look 
like in practice, given the 
patriarchal foundations 
of security politics?

What is the relationship 
between the rise of the 
far right and militarisation 
— is the far right a driver, 
a symptom, or both?

How can popular support 
for international law be 
translated into actual policy, 
given the structural barriers 
that currently prevent it?

DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS OPEN QUESTIONS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84WJ5o7XcUg&t=1062s

