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Rethinking Security in Europe

This session makes the final case that security cannot be left  
tomilitary strength alone. While traditional defense capabilities remain 
relevant, sustainable security also depends on a broader network  
of policies and stakeholders. In an increasingly complex global arena, 
achieving security requires moving beyond a purely military paradigm 
and drawing on more inclusive understandings of peace and stability. 
Key components of this broader approach include addressing 
the root causes of conflict, meeting human needs, strengthening 
institutions, and investing in peacebuilding efforts.

OVERVIEW
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KEY ARGUMENTS

The Limits of Military 
Security

Security as a Layered,  
Societal Project

The absence of war 
is only the minimum 
condition for peace. 
While necessary, 
it is insufficient to 
achieve genuine and 
sustainable security.

At the individual level, security begins with the fulfillment 
of basic human needs. At the collective level, it depends 
on the strength and legitimacy of institutions. Only at a 
third level does security concern military capabilities and 
international political relations. Lasting security requires 
investment across all these layers.

Conflict is often driven by the pursuit of power, 
territory, and natural resources. Security 
therefore requires political frameworks 
capable of limiting and counterbalancing 
these incentives, guided by moral and ethical 
considerations rather than purely strategic ones.

Building security increasingly means 
building societal resilience. This requires 
addressing emerging challenges such 
as climate change, cyber threats, and 
information manipulation. All of which extend 
beyond the traditional military sphere.

Military resources are not 
devoted exclusively to 
active warfare. A significant 
share of military expenditure 
is directed towards 
sustaining capabilities, 
infrastructure, and logistics 
(the “military-industrial 
complex”) whose costs 
are rarely made visible 
in public debate.

Security should be understood as a comprehensive 
societal project requiring the participation of 
society as a whole. Greater emphasis should be 
placed on preventive mechanisms across the full 
conflict cycle, prevention, management, and post-
conflict recovery, rather than focusing exclusively 
on active conflicts.

Reconciliation  
and Civil Society

Reconciliation policies are a key component  
of post-conflict security. The development 
of the EU after the Second World 
War illustrates how reconciliation 
and cooperation can transform former 
adversaries into long-term partners. 
This logic has become less prominent 
in contemporary conflict resolution.

Civil society builds 
functional piece 
structures. Unarmed 
civilian protection 
mechanisms, often 
structured as NGOs 
at community level, 
contribute significantly 
to early warning and 
early response systems.

Those most vulnerable 
to conflicts are often the 
most socially and politically 
excluded. Inclusion is 
therefore not an optional 
feature of security policy 
but a critical component  
of effective governance.
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Ecocide and international 
humanitarian law

Climate change, 
cyber threats, 
information manipulation

The progressive incorporation of ecocide 
into IHL debates, including its implications 
for reparations frameworks, is raised as an 
emerging frontier that will require new security 
instruments beyond military deterrence.

Three structural examples of next-generation 
security challenges that require preventive 
and resilience-based approaches rather than 
military responses.

OSCE and UN 
consensus mechanisms

The weakening of these institutions, 
historically central to mediation and dialogue, 
is used as evidence of a structural erosion 
in multilateral peacebuilding capacity, with 
direct consequences for conflict prevention.

KEY CASES & EXAMPLES

Post-WWII European integration

The development of the EU after 1945 is presented as the paradigm 
case of reconciliation transforming former adversaries into long-term 
partners through institutional design, a logic now largely absent from 
contemporary conflict resolution debates.

Unarmed civilian protection (UCP) 
mechanisms

NGO-led, community-based protection structures cited as 
functioning examples of non-military security provision, contributing  
to early warning and early response in conflict-affected areas.
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Military capabilities remain important for deterrence and 
immediate defence, but they cannot create lasting peace 
and often entail significant economic, social, environmental, 
and human costs. Future security threats will be 
increasingly non-military in nature, requiring preventive and 
resilience-based approaches.

The cost of conflict goes beyond reported military expenditure: 
long-term reconstruction, critical infrastructure damage, 
economic disruption, natural resource depletion, and climate-
related pressures are rarely accounted for in security debates.

The weakening of consensus-building cultures within the EU, 
OSCE, and UN has undermined institutions that historically 
provided mediation and dialogue. Security policy needs to 
recover value-based alignment and long-term peacebuilding 
objectives addressing structural drivers of conflict.

Civil society is not a peripheral actor but a core builder 
of functional peace structures: unarmed civilian protection, 
early warning, and grassroots resilience.

KEY CONCEPTS MAIN TAKEAWAYS

Arms control and disarmament: essential tools 
for reducing the structural drivers of conflict

Security governance: effective, rapid-response,  
and inclusive mechanisms at multiple levels

Peacebuilding and reconciliation: long-term processes 
that must accompany and outlast military interventions

Unarmed civilian protection: community-based, NGO-led 
mechanisms for early warning and early response

Emerging threats: climate change, cyber threats,  
and information manipulation as the dominant security 
challenges ahead
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Participants highlighted the growing dual-purpose 
nature of security-relevant capabilities: investments 
in technology, cyber resilience, critical infrastructure, 
and crisis preparedness simultaneously strengthen 
societal resilience and defense capabilities. The 
strict separation between civilian and military sectors 
is no longer analytically or practically sustainable. 
Discussion also addressed Russia’s role as a 
driver of European defense policy, while identifying 
the opportunity to modernize and adapt military 
capabilities to new environmental conditions. 
The progressive incorporation of “ecocide” into 
international humanitarian law debates, and its 
implications for reparations, was raised as an 
emerging frontier.

Watch the full webinar here

Can non-military threats  
be effectively deterred, and 
if so, through what specific 
mechanisms?

How can the dual-use 
nature of emerging 
technologies be governed 
to strengthen security 
without deepening 
militarization?

Does reconciliation remain 
politically feasible in today’s 
polarised environment, and 
how can it be incorporated 
into peace processes in 
ways that help international 
institutions recover 
legitimacy?

DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS OPEN QUESTIONS

?

?

?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rn_XudgkKRc&t=2148s

